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The Mission of the Idaho Rural Health Association is to
provide leadership on issues related to rural health in Idaho
through advocacy, communication, and education.
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:
• Quarterly newsletter focused on
IRHA’s interests
• Networking opportunities
• One time introductory subscription
to NRHA’s magazine Rural Roads
• NRHA’s Action Alerts
• NRHA’s Media Alerts
• Discounted fees to attend IRHA
conferences and other events
• Rural Health Forums
• NRHA membership discount
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Wes Rowlette

Wes currently lives in Meridian with his wife and three children,
and is enjoying earning his bachelor's degree at BSU. He will
be applying for Physician Assistant School next summer, and
is excited to start helping patients be their best selves one
person at a time. He also possesses a strong desire to find
ways to facilitate health awareness on a larger scale than one
on one in a clinic. IRHA has introduced him to a way that he
can make a more broad impact, while still pursuing his
intended degree. Through the recruitment tools he is helping to
create for IRHA, and an action based approach, he is confident
that the student chapter will be able to gather the man power
needed to facilitate lasting change and discernible
improvements for our neighbors in the rural communities of
Idaho.

Boise State University

Our Vision is to be the recognized advocate for rural health
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NRHA Idaho Site Visit

Representatives from the National Rural Health
Association (NRHA) and the Federal Office of Rural
Health Policy (FORHP) participated in a joint site visit
to rural programs in Idaho, August 8-9, 2016. The
purpose of this effort was to discuss and observe the
impact and implementation of rural policies and
programs in the state. The tour included an initial day
of presentations to provide background and updates
on current models and policies that are in effect. Mary
Sheridan, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Rural Health &
Primary Care at the Idaho Department of Health &
Welfare and Dr. David Schmitz, Chief Rural Officer,
Rural Training Track Program Director, and Chief
Quality Officer at the Family Medicine Residency of
Idaho (FMRI) in Boise assisted with the coordination of
the site visit. Presentations included: an overview from
Dr. Ted Epperly, President and CEO of FMRI; a
discussion from representatives of the Idaho
Department of Health & Welfare on the Statewide
Healthcare Innovation Plan (SHIP); graduate medical
education; rural health initiatives and public
perspectives; reimbursement; rural health workforce;
quality, payment and an opioid initiative from a Critical
Access Hospital perspective and an update from
Executive Director, Shannon Schmitz with the Idaho
State Rural Health Association. The second day
included site visits to the Twin Falls Rural Training
Track; the Jerome Rural Training Track; the Shoshone
Family Medical Center and Lost Rivers medical Center
in Arco.
The discussions provided an important perspective for
both the NRHA and the FORHP leadership to better
understand how rural health policies and programs are
unfolding in rural areas. Idaho is known for having a
unique collaboration between federal, state and local
entities that have led to successful funding streams for
improving access to health in rural areas. The
opportunity to see some of these programs firsthand
reaffirmed the commitment of the NRHA to continue to
highlight what is working in rural America and what
needs to be addressed to ensure that these programs
are sustained long term. As the NRHA also provides
funding through subawards to some of the Rural
Training Track Programs in the state as well as
technical assistance to the Idaho State Rural Health
Association through a cooperative agreement from the
FORHP, the listening sessions and the visits made for a
meaningful education of how these successful
collaborations might inform future policies and
innovation.

Rural Issue # 077
Dropped Calls

Join Us Today!

LET US KNOW!

By joining IRHA you become part of nearly 100
professional and organizational members statewide who
are working to improve the health and quality of life of
rural Idahoans.

Why is rural health important to you?

Members have come to rely on IRHA to be the voice for
rural communities through advocacy, information
exchange and collaboration.

What is your passion in rural health?
We include your response in the next newsletter.
Send to Shannon at idahorha@gmail.com

IRHA has moved to a new web-based management
system. Now you can join conveniently online.
DON’T FORGET TO…

Go to www.idahorha.org to register or renew your
membership.
Annual Dues:
Individual $25
Organization $100
(Up to 5 members)
Student $15

Follow us on Facebook
and Check out our
website:
http://www.idaho.org

